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						Women’s Issues
	Mama Flo & Day of the Girl
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To mark International Day of the Girl on October 11, we profile the Mama Flo campaign by the Union of Jewish Women of South Africa, which aims to find short and long-term sustainable solutions to period poverty. 




					


					
						Jewish issues
	Remembering the Shoah with Evelyn Askolovitch
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In 2022, Léonie de Picciotto interviewed her friend and ICJW colleague Evelyn Askolovitch about her survival story and her personal take on combatting antisemitism. An edited version was included in the ICJW Newsletter in 2022, but here we reproduce the entire interview. My dear friend Evelyn, we have known each other practically forever; your parents, like mine, young German Jews had fled Nazi Germany in the mid-1930’s and were living in Amsterdam, where we both were born; this was supposedly a safe haven, a neutral country, like Switzerland, both neutral in the first world war. However Nazi Germany violated Holland’s neutrality in May 1940 and submitted the country to a brutal occupation. In the spring of 1943, in the wake of mass arrests of Jewish citizens, we were taken forcefully out of our homes, to be assembled in ‘the Hollandse Schouwburg’ theater prior to deportation. With my parents’ consent, I was smuggled out of the crèche by the Dutch resistance (an existing crèche, across the street from the Theater, where the Germans “parked” all small children, before deportation); I was hidden in the countryside with a caring Dutch family up to May 1945, Holland’s liberation. While  Evelyn and her parents, like  my family, were deported, first to the sinister camps in Holland, Vught and Westerbork, and from there to Germany, Concentration camp Bergen Belsen. Our parents had much suffering in common, in various degrees, but luckily survived the ordeal, with you, Evelyn, who just barely made it…. This short introduction to share with the readers our background and experiences, as very young Jewish children, survivors of the Shoah. To highlight Evelyn’s commitment to educate and bear witness, over and over again, in front of different audiences, but mainly in schools, all over France, to the terrifying history of the second world war, the horrors of the camps, the willful, organized crimes against Humanity, the extermination of European Jewry, 6 million men, women, children and babies… Interview: Evelyn, when you stand in front of a school class of teenagers, what is your main message? The true History of the second World War?  Illustrating that “Those who ignore history, are doomed to live it again”!? When I am in front of a school class and start to tell my story, it is not really about the history of the Second World War, the Shoah is, according to historians, but a small part of the Second World War; what I do, is explaining to the young people the incredible fact that while millions were being murdered, no one cared… that it was possible, within a few war years, to eradicate European Jewry, without anyone intervening!  While realizing fully what was happening to the deported Jewish citizens, the Allies, Canadians, Australians, Americans, the British, the French and others were focused on ending the war militarily,  and to «deal afterwards” with the ‘Jewish problem’. As we all know, by then, “afterwards”, it was too late… Continental Europe was under  powerful  Nazi occupation and its governments, with very few exceptions, not only obeyed orders but collaborated in deporting their Jewish citizens to the death camps. I always insist on the generally unknown fact, that my country, Holland, has the worst record of all Western European countries, 75% of its the Jewish population  was exterminated in the gas-chambers of Auschwitz, Sobibor and Treblinka. Of the 140.000 Jewish citizens living in Netherlands, in this civilized country, where anti-Semitism seemingly was not rampant, 102.000 were assassinated, between 1942 and 1945. Your personal story, souvenirs, the very bad and the unusual ones? I tell my personal story, not a heroic one, just the story of a little girl of 4 ½ years, who  barely survived the horrors of the war, who suffered enormously during those terrible two years in 3 different concentration camps, for the sole reason that we were Jews! The story of my family,  brutally hauled out of our home, and immediately separated for two weeks, me in a creche, my parents in the Schouwburg, before being pushed  into a cattle wagon (a total blanc in my memory), to end up in the first Dutch concentration camp, Vught, in the South of Holland. There, for 3 long months, I was in the children’s barracks, separated from my mother and father.  All I can remember from these months, is illnesses, measles, chicken pox, pneumonia, hunger and I presume such an utmost misery, which I combatted certainly by a will to live, – a physician had told my mother that I would not survive the next week -, shutting  the door of my mind, my memory. Which explains that I have no recollection  of the second Dutch deportation camp, Westerbork; where children were no longer separated from their parents,  I and my mother in the women’s barracks, my father in the men’s one. However, I do remember the third camp, a concentration camp in the north of Germany, Bergen-Belsen. I remember the fear of  loneliness, my parents were absent, working during the day, but at night I slept next to my mother,  on the «ground floor» of  3 story beds. I remember the bombing of the camp by the Americans – a mistake apparently –  and my fear that my parents might have been killed. I remember my 6th birthday with 3 presents, a piece of bread surrounded by oatmeal and “decorated” with a number  6 with oatmeal, and a little wooden bed and a wooden doll made by a man in the camp. I remember the fear my father would die, he was ill, his kidneys suffering from the beatings he had undergone. While we were on a list of persons with Latin American passports, being scheduled in January 21st, 1945 to leave the camp in a Red Cross train, we had to attend the last Appel to prove we were alive and well, so as to be allowed onto the train; my father unable to get up for the Appel, I  remember my mother screaming at him, …




					


					
						ICJW EVENTS
	Two Affiliates Celebrate 100 Years
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A Century of Loving Kindness ICJW’s Australian affiliate NCJWA celebrated its centenary with a gala event in Sydney on Saturday night with a 1920s theme. The organization began in Sydney in 1923. Past president Robyn Lenn decided to leave as her legacy a 250-page book that she put together as a diary of the NCJWA’s first hundred years. She did this with help from 3 other NCJWA women including Dee Hart, who was ICJW office secretary during Robyn’s presidency (pictured here) The book is entitled “A Century of Loving Kindness” and it can be downloaded as a PDF file here. Bergen County Chronicle The National Council of Jewish Women Bergen County Section in New Jersey, USA, is also celebrating its Centennial; 100 years of community service and advocacy to enhance the lives of women, children and families in local and national communities, in Israel and beyond. They also created an Anniversary Chronicle “From Generation to Generation”, especially written and dedicated to mark and celebrate this momentous occasion. Click on the image below to read the Bergen County Chronicle.
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